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SUBMISGLON TO THE BOARD OF COVERIORS OF THE
CANADIAN BROADCASTING COHPORATION IN OPPUSITIOR 10
THE APPLICATION FOR A FRENCH LALGUAGE UTATION
L ALBITL

Mre Chairman and Gentlemen:

1 appear beforeyou on behalf of the Covernment of Alberta
to register its emphatic objection to the grauting of a private
commereisl licenes for & Freach languege bré&deaeung station
in thisz Provinee., I desire, particularlyy to bring to the #;em-'
ticn of the Hosrd the fact that in opposing this applicetion the
Cevernment i@ soting in accordance with the ?im» officially ex- é
presscd by the peonle's alected reprepentatives in the Provineial
Legislature, who be resolution of the Assembly miéwwd their
emphatic opposition to a similer apolication on March 27th, 1945,
The resolution of the Asseably, udopted without dissenting volice, a 4
after a full dimm#wn of this whole quesilon, road as f‘clléwa:

THHLABAS newspaper reports and redlo broadeasits huve

indloated tia4% an application has beeu made %o ihe

Caasdian ﬁroédammting Gorporation for Lue 1uau&ﬂea of

a radion broadecasting licence Tor & French langunge

station to be loceted in Hdmonton; and

TP 7

Uil pot more thun five per cent of the people of
Alberta speex the Irench langusge, the vast wajority
of whow alsu speak Englishy ‘m

VHEERLAS the Government of Albertu representing all the
people of the Provines has been refused o Commercial
Fadio Droudeasting License on the grounds that there
are slready adequate radio broadcusting facilities in

the COlty of Idmontong



ARCHIVES

PROVINCIALES
PEVALBERTA

“ B
- D e

THLREPORY, BIOTT RESOLVED that ¢his Legislature o on recard”

@8 being emphetically opposed to any suck sction on the part
of the Canadlan Drosdessting Corporationj AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVID that this Legislature urge the Canadisn Hroadessting
Corporation to issue to the Uovernment of Alberta a Commereial
Hadlo Droadcasting License; : ‘
AND BE IT FUATHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be
immediately forwarded to the Dominion Govermment, and to the
Canddian Broadeasting Corporstions”

Gince the application in question has been revived, the numerous
pr@tcaw lodged with the Covernement and the comments in the publis press
indicate that 1 public opinion has undergone any change in the interval
it has been in the direction of imcresseé opposition to the application
being given favorable gonsiderations ‘

The widespreud opposition to the spplication, voiced thioughout the \ ‘
Province snd by the people's renresentatives in the lLegislative sssembly, \{
stene fpom three major factors.

1., 7The adverse influence such & st&tion eould have on sﬂ‘&w 7]
establish and strengthon national unitys .

3& éne will question the importunce of welding the citizens of Canada
tavo oiis GRTRSE whole, irrespective of racial origin or mother tongue. ma.y
agency which by its influence mpimﬂw& and encourages racial nwn@ %fxfi
obviously detracts from the national omeness which must be the objective of
all Canadian eitizens if genuine national unity is to be established and
preseﬁed, Guestionnaires issued by the spplicants .far the licence in
question leave no doubt but that the applicants® desire to us the sw:tmn /

for purposes whieh would aggrevate rather than help to remove the spirit

ig |

of disunity which retards the nationsl progress of sny cou ountrys
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2. The situation with respect to minorlty groups of other raclal
origin which would resuit from approving this pariiculay application.

It has been pointed out 1ﬁ the resolution of the Alberta Legislature,
to which I have referred, and in other submissions made to the Eoard during
this hearing, that the French speaking pppulation of Alberta is less than
five per eent of our people, and the majorlty;of our ¥rench speaking cltizens
also understand snd speak the Fnglich language. As against this aroup of
approximately 43,000 people, thdre are in Alberta scme 782,000 citizens whose
mother tongue is Ukrainian, 78,000 who speek Cermen and over 63,000 of
Seandinavian origin. If the precedent of separate language radio stations
for groups of different raclal origine is establishad by granting a ligence
to those, who numerically constitute the snallest of the minority groups to
whieh I have made reference, obFlously the other and luger minorities would
have an even greater claim, Carried to its ultimate soneclusion, this could
well create & situation of absurd and hopeless confusicn. I belleve it is
correet to say that the vast majority of the people of Alberta, therefore,
are emphatically opposed to the precedent being esteblished in this province.

%, The fact that the Government of Alberta, applyling on behalf of Qur
eitizens as & whole, repeatedly has been denied & commereial licence for a
publiely owned radio station whieh has been in operation B8r over twenty years.

The repeated efforts of the Government of_ﬂlbﬁrta to obtein a commercial
licence for Radio Station C.K.U.A. in Hdmonton are well xnown to the members
of the Bosrd of Governors of the Canadian Broadeasting Corporation and to the
Government of Cansda under whose jurisdiction the Corporation functions.
Having repeatedly refused a commercial licence for an estoblished station,
owned by and operated in the interests of the people of Alberta as & whole, it

is ineonceivable that the Board should consider favourably an application for

a new commercial station, madp on behalf of a minority group representing less
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than five per cent of the citizens of this Provinces Such
inconsistency would be indefensible and intolerable to the
people of Alberta.

it is in the light of‘th@aa gireuustances that I, therefore
register the most enphutie opposition of the Government and the

Legislature of this "rovince to the application under review.

(Ggd) W, 4. Fallow

Minister of Hallways and Telephones.



