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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF ALBERTA
CRIMINAL SIDE
IN THE MATTER OF:

THE EING

- against -
EMLIO PICAR ELLO AND FLOFENCE LOSSANDRO
COMIITTED TO BE TRIED AT THE NEXT SIFTINGS
OF THIS HONOUZABLE COURT AT THE TOWH OF
MACIEOD IN THE PRBVINCE OF ALBERTS FOR THE
LURDER OF CONSTABLE STEPHON O, LAWSON, ON
OR ABOUT THE 218t DAY OF SEPTEMBER A. D.
1922,

I, George Skelding, of the Town of Hacleod,
in the P rovince of Alberta, lderchant, make cath and say:
i Y I have been a resident of the lacleod Judieial
Distriet for upwards of thirty-five years. I have been a
merchant ®esiding and carrying on business in the Town of
Macleod for the past twenty-five years. I know most every
prominent resident in the Town of Macleod and in the sur-
rounding country, and have represénted the lacleod district ag-
during all the past term in the Legislative Assembly of the

Province of Alberta.

2a I was well acguainted with the late Consftable

Stephen 0. Lawson and am well gegquainted with his family.

o he deceased Constable Stephen 0. Iawson was for

& great many years a resident of the Town of llaecleod and

for many years was constabls and chief constable in the Town
of lacleod. During the term the said Stephen C. Lawsonm,
8erved over-sea&s his position as Chief Constable was kept
open for him and upon his return he was re-instated in that
position. Subsequently he resigned his office as Chief Con-
gbtable in the Town of Mseleod for ftie purpose of betfering
hig position.

4, The widow of the said Stephen (. Lawson is a

Limeleod girl who and whose family is well known and liked



in the Town of laeleod where she atfiended publie school
snd where She has 1lived most of her life, ine wiGuw of
the said stephen 0. Lawson and family are well known in
the district of maeleod and are very popular. Uhe said
Stevhen 0. Lawson was very well known throughout the

Macleod Distriet and was populsr.

5. Intense felling and exeitement was aroused in

the laeleod district by the killing or alleged killing of

the said Stephen 0. Lewson. The Calgary Herald, the Leth-
bridge Herald and the Calgary Albertan are very largely
received and read bhroughout the lacleod district and the
distriet surrounding it and are the only daily papers Te-
ceived and read to any extent in fthe distriet, Iliany persons
throughont this district knew that the accused persons in
this matter? eSpetially the man Pieariello, was engaged in
the list sale of liquor and are commonly known and called
bootleggers. To those who did not know the elieif occunation
of the sccused and particularly Pieariello previous to the
death of the said Iawson, the said newspapers conveyed that
information. The popularity of the deceased Constable and that
of his widow eoupled with the information that has been s0
broadeasted throughout the district that the alleged:slayer
of .he said Lawson was a bobtlegger and one of the prineiple
bootleggers in the distriet has caused very great indignation
amounting to a fedling of resenbtment and a desire for revenge
in the minds of the people of this district including the
settlers about bthe Town of lacleod and the farming communities
of the distriet of Macleod as well as in the minds of the
ocitizens of lisoleod againat the said accused two persons and

particularly agains& the accused Pieariello and from conversa-

' tions wit#ﬁfhe people living in the Town of Macleod as wall

as with a great many of the settlers in the farming districts

around about fhe Town of Macleod which I have had I do verily



N

'
T

believe that that fealing is almost universal throughout

the distriet. I have personally discussed this matter in
conversation with s great many of the residents of the

Town and distriet and have listened to the opinions exnressed

1o Hers
remarkadhesrd by me expressed to other people I do believe

by others in the distriet to other persons and from such
g/

that the feeling of resentment ang Pre judice against the

accpaed persons, especially againat the accused Picariello

a:::so great, so intense, and so general toroughout the

Town afid district that it ia improbable that the aceused

persons could haveqrair and impartial trial at laclecd.

6. The prajudice in the Town of Hacleod, especially
against the person Picariello i3 so great that the effeat

of that prejudice would be bound to be conveyed tc the minds
of strangers brought into the town to serve on & Jury psmel
88 in the ordinary way. I mean that if a panel of jurymen
consisting of strangers were brought into the Town of Hacleocd
from which to seleet the Jury in the ordinary way for the
trial of this matter, the prejudice would be bound to be
communicated to the minds of many of such panel, if not all,

by proceedings other than which $ake place in Cours.

7. I have no geguaintanceship with either of the ae-
cused. I have no knowledge of either of the accused with the
exception of that conveyed to me by the newspapers aforesaid

8nd the general reputation of the aceused.

SWOEN before me at the Town of ) 'GZLO
(g

Macleod, in the Provinee o& ;

Alberta, this 7th uy of % ;

4, D. 1922,
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4 Commissiomer in and for the Province of Alberta.
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